| FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS. NATIVE AMERICAN

OKLAHOMA INDIAN MISSIONARY CONFERENCE

MISSION
OPPORTUNITIES

1. How many reservations does Oklahoma have?
Oklahomais nota reservation state. When Native Americans
were removed o what is new Oklahoma, the government
gave individual families allotments. Although there are
tribal areas, they are not reservation arcas like one would
find in Arizom, North Dakota, or other states.

2. How do your churches worship?
Our QINIC United Methodist churches are much like 5 L
other United Methodist churches. The style of worship s lo sha{'c l_hc' jm'c of
the same, and we use United Methodist resources like the Jesus Christ in ways
q customs in ther churches that make a Christian difference.

. Most churches will JI‘&U

ervice in lhur Llngudge. But lur the To share our abilities in partnership with our team

is conduciud in English. members and those who host our teams. As servants,
we participate in accomplishing particular goals set
by, and in cooperation with, our hosts — in their time
and in their way.

OLLlhonm al o elr Own d] ure hw ften taking over
what the Native g s already started. 1t is important
for Narive Americans to worship with their own people,
sing their own songs, and retain wly d has given them
as Native people.

Ve will seek to glorify God in all that we do by
acting on aur belief that the commitment to

i Christ and service are inextricably bound together.
4. How many tribes are in Oklahoma? We will b 4 i £ the United
. . . . e 3 S imTs o "
There are 37 tederally recognized tribes in the state. To be Ne will be an extension ministry of the Lnite

federally recognized, the tribe must have its own history Methodist Church in Oklahoma, responding to
its own langug here are also non-federally recognized the specific requests of Methodist-related
tribes in the state. churches and agencies, both locally and around

5. How many languages are among Iribes? the world, and will partner with them in mission.

Cach tribe has its vwn kanguage and culture, There are some We will equip our leaders and team members for
tribes that are very similar aud come from the same roots effective ministry and seek, through our tasks
andd are able to understand each others language. Mos and the sharing of our own time, talents, and
tribes in Oklahoma originate from all over the country. lives, to build relationships that enhance ministry
and fulfill our purpose,

We will value and respect ather cultures and ways
of life and will conduct ourselves accordingly.

We will fulfill our commitment to every mission
by returning home and sharing the story of
Christian difference-making.
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ABOUT THE OIM(C

The  Oklahoma  Indian
Mlissionary Conference was
organized and established

in (844 at Riley's Chapel
naarTahlequah, in the
Cherokee Nation i Indian
Tervitory.  The  Indian
Mission  was  established
o serve “distinctly  Indian
congregations” i1 Oklahoma,
The boundaries have since
been extended 10 include

four churches in Kansas and
one in Dallas, TX. Today there

are 89 congregations in QIMC. The twa United Methodist
Annual Conlerences n the slate ~— OIMC and the Oklaboma
Conference — operate as sister conferences and share the same
bishap.

Many of the congregations are very small and include less than
30 members, requently located “at the end of the road” in very
rural arcas. Others are small churches located in small cities
aud towns, while a few larger churehies inay be found in bigser
cities. Many of the churches are historic, having been around
since the tribes were torcibly removed from their homelands
beginning in the early 1840s. Several QIMC churches are
older than any other United Methodist churches in the state.
Some Native American churches served as springboards for
Oklahoma Conlerence churches.

I many instances, the small rural churches may have been built
on parcels of land donated from fanily Tand allotments or from
the tribes. Tn Oklshoma, rather than establishing reservations,
land was allotted by the US. Governmient o individual Gimilies
w build homes and raise crops. Allotments 1o the familics of a
given tribe were usually macde in the same area, thus establishing
the stll present concentrations ol certain tribes in various
parts of the state, often designated as tribal nations, such as the
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma. Headguarlers for 37 federally
recognized tribes are scattered across Oklahoma.

WHO SHOULD PARTICIPATE
+ Youth Groups
» United Methodist Women
* Keenagers {those around 60 or older)
« United Methodist Men
+ Sunday School Classes

= Tamiliey

+ Singles Groups

+ God's people from United Methodist churches
and other denominations

+ Groups whase members feel they can truly make
adliffierence through personal service in mission

Skills are optionat; willing hands are necessary. There will be
wark for every person, ol any age, who is willing 1o participate.

WHAT TO EXPECT

The OIMC mission sile you select 1s an apportunily for vou
to serve Jesus Christ and be personally involved in fulfilling a
real and great need. Yours will be one of dozens of volunteer
teams to serve at various Native American sites in Oklahoma.
Count on having a great experience with fellow missioners and
the lecal people while enjoying the fellowship of the wenderful
family ol God,

Mostof the work will be new construction or repairs for OIMC
cangregations that could not afford o contract the work nar
do it on their vwn. Many sites are in beautiful rural settings.
Mast OIMC churches prefer W conduct their own Bible
Schools, but vecasionally they ask tor assistance from outside
their congregation. Presently, there are no medical mission
opportunities in QIMC.

SITE SELECTION PROCESS

The VIM oflice will help vou make your mission become a
reality.

Decide on specilic dates, or multiple choices of dates, tor which
your team members will be avatlable to oo Then determine
approximately how many tecanm members vou will be taking,
Throughout this process, feel assured that the site where God
wants to send you will emerge.

With that information in hand, contact the VIM office. The stalf
may alrcady have a“best mateh” mission site to offer vour team,
or the search process may be necessary. Those sites of interest
will be contacted by the VIM staft for availability and additional
information about the site and mission.

Onee assite is selected, VIM will work with the teann leader 1o
make the necessary arrangements (or travel, lodging, insurance
and other needs of the team. An infrastructure will be provided
for the organization of the team and preparation for the mission.
This ineludes ensuring that the Team Leader is properly trained
and qualified o assume vesponsibility for the team. Throwghout
the preparation process and the duration of the mission, the
VIM oflice will be anvailable as backup to the Team Leader.

TEAM FEES* AND EXPENSES
The Team Confirmation Fee is required to reserve mission
dates and initiate processing. The amount of the Tee is:

S25 lor teams oviginating rom Oklahoma

530 for feams originating clsewhere

‘Ihe Team Administration Fee, based on the lormulas below
is due when vour number of team mentbers is established:
Fora mission ol 3 or more days:
S75 (or ateam up to 15 members

+

Add 83 tor cach additional member

Fora mission of 1 or 2 days:

$20 for a team up 1o 15 members for cach day
Add 52 for each additional member

The Insurance Fee for coverage required Tor cach member is:
£ per weam member, per day, including travel days,

Airline arrangements [or teams llving in 1o Oklahona, when
e by VIN, are subject to a flac lee of $50 per tean.

Materials 10 be used atall OINC sites requires Tunding from
the volunteer wams. Fach team must budget $25-$30 per
tleam member, per work day, for materials.

Volunteers alwavs pay their own way. This can include food,
lodging, transportation and other expenses, including tools
and salety apparel.

Team lodging, when arranged by VIN al Tocal churches, is
only S3 per team member per night. Bring vaur own bedrall.
The chureh kitchen and Tellenvship hall mav be used by the
team for meal preparation and serving, as well as mectings,
worship and recreation,

Teams that prepare their own meals should  budgel
approximately £3-357 per persan per day for groceries.

" Fves are snbject i chinge, Please confica fee aomts with VIM office

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Richard Norman

Coordinator of Qlklahioma and National Missions
Phone: (405} 330-2032

Toll Free:  (ROU} 231-1166, ex1. 2032

E-Mail: RNorman@okume.org

Website:  htip//wwwokumcorg/ivimiok.asp



