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Calendar of Events 2010

Kairos Torch Feb 25-28
DL Moss County Jail, Tulsa
Play Day 8 OHPM Mar 17
Eddie Warrior CC, Taft
Kairos Outside-Eastern OK Apr9
First UMC, Muskogee
New Day Camp I June 14-18
Camp Cross Point, Kingston 8-11 yr olds
New Day Camp Too July 12-16,
Camp Cross Point, Kingston 12-14 yr olds
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8th Annual

Criminal Justice & Mercy Ministries
of the
Oklahoma United Methodist Conference

Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon

Saturday, March 27, 2010
11:00 amd 1:30 pm

First United Methodist Church
In the Great Hall
131 NW 4th Street in Oklahoma City

Guest Speaker: Representative Kris Steele
Oklahoma House of Representatives

RSVP to Lesa Rhoads at (405) 530-2014
by March 10, 2010
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DKC EXODUS HOUSE

Exodus House would like to a say special thanks to Estelle Turbyfill for all her dedication and
hard work while at the Exodus House. As of Nov. 1, 2009 she has moved on. Robin Wertz is the
new case manager. She is also a former graduate of Exodus House and an active member of
Redemption Church. Doyle Hines is our current Facility Manager and his wife Michelle is our
new youth bus driver at Redemption Church.

Exodus House saw our first married couple Jackie and Kari Judd graduate in Oct 2009.
Congratulations!!! We are so proud of you both. This opens a door for many more.

All of our apartments are spoken for through applications and we currently have
residents with children here and expect to see more families here this year.

We would like to thank Church of the Servant, United
! Methodist Church of Edmond, OCU and OCU Students
M for all their gifts and food baskets at Christmas.
8 Through your efforts all our residents and their children
M were able to have a beautiful and very touching
Christmas. We would also like to thank Mary and John
Brewington for inviting us all to their home for Christmas. The
residents had such a wonderful time.

All our residents rang in the New Year downtown watching the ball, enjoying the music and
festivities. The fireworks were spectacular to watch! What a great way to start the year !!!

We would like to thank all of you who donate to Exodus House: we are so appreciative to you all.
We are in need of good twin mattresses, twin sheets, T.V.s, convertor boxes and antennas, as well
as any household items and furniture.

We have three sponsored apartments and our desire is to have more sponsors this year. We would
also like to encourage any Sunday School Classes to sponsor a new resident by taking them out for
a meal, buying them an outfit or making a hygiene basket or food basket when they get here.

Thank You all for your continued support and your prayers. We could not be the success we are
without you.

----- Robin Wertz, Case Manager & (405) 409-5921
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Q From the Director...

] - i o Tulsa Redemption 2
The first week of February Chaplain Rich Stoglin and | visited some GBHEM staff persons
in Nashville seeking support for the Restorative Justice Center. We were given some funding Lawton Redemption 2
leads and good advice on how to articulate the vision in ways that would increase the likelihood of -
getting support at the General Church level. OKC Redemption 3
The last week of February | will be the keynote speaker in Arlington, TX at a conference Tulsa Exodus House 3
Rich has put together. There are persons from several states attending. This event will include
advocacy for an Oklahoma City restorative justice center and criminal justice summit. OKC Exodus House 4
I was invited to be the Ash Wednesday preacher at the Saint Paul Kansas City campus. v
. . . . . olunteer Luncheon 4
The decision was made to give me a chance to promote the M.Div. Prison Ministry and
Restorative Justice specialization. Contact Information 4

Val entinebés Day is always the event TUheed ¢aenflarofNeets Day Qal
Antlers UMC collected $1,000 in the morning worship offering on that day. We urge all our readers
to continue to work for camp fundraising in your local churches, Sunday school classes, UMM
and UMW groups. New Day finished nearly $5,000 in the red in 2009. CJAMM finished $21,727
(including the camp deficit) in the red for 2009. It is the first year since | was appointed director
that our expenses exceeded our income. While we know the economy was bad and churches
gave impressively near the yeards end, we wil/l n dNTEREST | t he
e Tulsa Redemption Church is

SPECIAL POINTS OF

The Saint Paul Prison Ministry Immersion course was taught in January. There were 6 hankful for New Computers
students this year. I am presently teaching ér{agmrnput & @ph IDl&rimi
OCU Law school. There are 19 law students enrolled.

At Penn Ave Redemption UMC both our UMM and UMW groups are flourishing. Our need ¢ Lawton Redemption Church
is for free world men and women to be part of these groups. This setting is an excellent way for rggn(;ti/%rhift’gg: t():;zrkegets
disciples to live out their faith by being role models for and doing ministry with those who growing 9
in their faith while incarcerated. Please contact Marcia Manning at 405-528-0963 if you would like o okc Redemption Church is
to be part of this. seeking Sunday School teacher

CJAMM was able to present at most district Local Church Leadership Conferences this )

. . . . e Tulsa Exodus House residents
year. Associate Director Brantley Tillery led groups at Tulsa and Bartlesville. | led at OKC, have been spreading the
Ardmore, McAlester, Muskogee, Enid and Woodward. Rev. Norman Wasson of Sentinel UMC led CJIAMM word
at Clinton.

=13

The annual CJAMM Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon will be March 27. This year it will be ® SJAMM Annual Volunteer
Appreciation Luncheon sched-

at First UMC in OKC. Our speaker will be Representative Kris Steele, Oklahoma House of uled for March 27th at First
Representatives. If you do not get an invitation but have volunteered for CJAMM in the past year, UMC in Oklahoma City
please call Lesa Rhoads at 405-530-2014 for an invitation. We do not want to miss anyone.

The Partnership for SuccessfulRe-e nt ry or gani zed an event @& rﬁﬁsz'\lDf\Reo EV %' bl i
Al ienation. 0 The event took place in Tul sa buDA%PAYﬁEg pone
were able to get some elected people to talk about the many barriers to re-entry that inhibit the DOUBLECHECK YOUR
development of pro-social thinking. NEW DAY CAMP TOO
Finally, | want to share a personal blessing. My birthday was Saturday, January 30. Many DATE
churches is OKC did not have services on Sunday January 31. Penn Ave Redemption did meet
for the morning service only. No prisoners were permitted to attend because of road conditions.
Our attendance was 53 and probably 30 or more of those attending were former prisoners. It was
a fulfilling moment. I call it one of those fAbehol dd moment
staff and volunteers that we will discern Godés will minute
effective in ministry and make disciples.
Shalom, ) :
111\?7,‘) / Stan Basler :]l\‘é)’ \ of '\/llf
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TULSA REDEMPTION CHURCH

The snow and ice has not frozen the hearts of the faithful, and we have been blessed at
Redemption Church with a heart-warming gift.

As many of you know, RSVP sponsors computer classes at Redemption Church. This class
of fers basic computer skills which are
ten computers, provided by Williams Companies through RSVP, served us well, but alas,
computers are not forever! Each fidead
our classes.

Fortunately, God led Williams Company to help us again! They donated twelve laptop
computers and did all the other technological things to our computer lab including routers,
ports, docking systems, and sprockets of various sizes. Then, to boot, they installed new
molding in the community room, painted the upstairs and downstairs hallways and ceilings,
and even provided the cable locks for all the
computers in the lab.

Joey Bowles saw repair needs at Tulsa
Redemption Church, and organized a
group from Williams Company to come
for a work day.

Exodus House also received a special gift recently
-- $2,000 from Asbury UMC Tulsa -- designated to
replace and install the carpet and other flooring

needed in Apartments iBo and ACO, spons
the Christian Believers and Faithbuilders
Communities of Asbury Church. A much needed
~ | and appreciated improvement to these apartments!
|l tés a privilege to be part of this wond

i

Students hard at work on new computers re-
cently added to the Computer Lab at Tulsa
Redemption Church. Class Facilitator Darlene
Lorenz is assisting a student in the back-

LAWTON REDEMPTION CHURCH

finei ghborhood treeso: seemingly
indestructible on the outside and yet their Community. Roger got ajob’ entered
lives are shredding and falling apart as the Lawton community after prison

thank our wonderful volunteers and supporters for all their hard work
and dedication. I am excited about the new year and all the blessings
God has in store for this ministry! As always, it is a pleasure to serve
with you as we make disciples for Jesus Christ!

God Bless, Brantley

Grace and peace from the Lawton Aldersgate
Redemption Church members, prisoners, and
volunteers.

they move through
of destroyed community and the
hopelessness of prison. Their lives are
empowered through the love of God and
the church. God melts their fear away--
gratefnl hepe gradually begins to reign in
their lives. Our faith community changes
and grows stronger as we make the
journey with them. Lawton Aldersgate
Redemption Church experienced a
powerful, transformation moment this
year as our first Lawton Redemption
Church member, Roger Clark, received
his DOC volunteer badge and drove the
residents of Walters CC to church. Roger
came to Redemption Church from
Walters CC as a prisoner who had been
locked up more than half of his life. He
professed his faith and became a member
of our church in 2005 and became a local
lay speaker, led worship and spoke in our

What a long, faith-building winter this has
been! The winter storms of January and February
2010 resembled an obstacle course of ice,
freezing temperatures, and lack of power, heat,
and water. Our church neighborhood was
transf or madla-hidfyd efeipn d ft e 0
surreal ice sculptures, splitting and shredding
many of the giant, seemingly indestructible trees
that line the narrow streets surrounding our
church, rendering them impassible and danger-
ous. Churches, schools, and roads were closedd
people were ice-locked into their homes. What a
joy to see the melt-down of all that ice! Grateful
hope reigns in our community as life returns to
normal. The community has changed, but life is
good.

As the Church moves into the Lenten season,
Redemption Church makes the journey with
Jesus to the cross and resurrection, trusting God
to make the journey in us and to people locked
into prisons all over our state. I have found that
many of the prisoners we serve are similar to our

t Kigh thdhelPoSRed@ngpliof Chigrch U 1
volunteers. Our volunteers housed
Roger for several months as he faced
the challenges of parole, fines, and life
fresh out of prison. Now, five years
later, he has come full circle, and
stands as a model
transformation for other prisoners
wondering if it is possible to have a
good life after prison.

Roger is one of hundreds of people
who have been transformed by the
love of Jesus Christ and the Church
through CJAMM ministries into disci-
ples that make a difference. CJAMM
staff and prisoners give thanks for
your generous support of our ministry
that changes lives and changes our
world.

Dr ed

e r f ul

Blessings, Becky

I

THE NEW GATE

PAGE 3

DKC REDEMPTION CHURCH

The Department of Corrections graciously
approved the ladies of OKC Redemption
UMW to attend the South OKC District Day
Apart at McFarland Norman last fall. One of
the projects was making personalized lids for
Child Share baskets. The ladies were
touched to be a part of such a special

project. We visited with Mary and Candy at
the Child Share office and our UMW unit has
adopted Child Share as our community
outreach service project. To date, our ladies
have made four dozen pillows for the
baskets, created 250 hand made Valentine
Day cards that were mailed to the kids, and
filled approximately 650 Easter eggs for the
Child Share Easter Egg hunt. Thank you
Child Share for letting us participate in such
valuable and meaningful projects for the kids
in foster care. Our UMW ladies are having
their socks blessed off!

OKC Redemption welcomes our newest
volunteers: Joy Block-Wright, Roxann
Brakefield, Jonathan Burch, Stacye Collins,

Sherri Lawson, Dene Payne, Lori Lopez
and Robin Wertz. Welcome to our family
and a great big thank you for your
valuable discipling. Some of our new
volunteers are ex-prisoners. It is such a
joy to have the vision of Redemption
realized in building the church with those
who were once incarcerated.

We have been blessed by the Church of
the Servant Choir who has adopted us
with the wonderful gifts of coffee and
cookies. They are rotating through the
vocal sections with each section bringing
coffee and cookies once a

month . WOW! Thank you Kip Neaves
for saying fAHere
We invite you to bring your Confirmation
Classes to tour the OKC Exodus House
and join us for worship at OKC
Redemption Church on a Sunday
afternoon. Please call Rev. Steve Byrd,
or the church office to set the date.

Our Sunday mor ni

ng

teacher was released from prison and has
returned home to be with her family. We
are in need of someone to step in and
teach our children on Sunday

mornings. If you are interested, please
call the church office (405)528-0963, or
Rev. Steve Byrd, (405)833-6478.

Our attendance remains strong! We are
transporting about 140 inmates from the
eight community correctional centers
around Oklahoma City. We run three
buses on Thursday evenings and Sunday
afternoons. We are needing licensed
CDL drivers with a passenger endorse-
ment. If you are interested in driving,

a pleask let uskmow. & ou widl e Rethingm e
in a much needed capacity and your help
is greatly appreciated!

Thank you for your continued prayers and
support of Redemption OKC. We value
and appreciate you so much.

rac¢ and Peace,
C ﬁ'l ? 3 renos
Marcia Manning

Church

TULSA EXODUS HOUSE

Exodus House Tulsa has embarked on a mission to stay connected to our sponsor
churches, as well as get acquainted with other churches in our area. As a result, we have
been busy spreading the word about the work of CJAMM. The residents enjoy going to

Recent |

the churches and getting acquainted. They express their joy and appreciation for the
beautiful apartments and the support they have experienced at Exodus House and
Redempti on.

y one of the resi

~didndét know there were so
The warm welcome given and the encouragement residents receive help them develop
confidence in their ability to make the needed changes in their lives.

In the past several months, we have accepted invitations to churches to take part in
worship, classes, mission fairs, youth groups, and UMW groups. United Methodist
Churches recently visited include Boston Avenue, Poteau, New Haven, Coweta, Christ,
Claremore First, Bixby, Braggs, Schulter and Memorial Drive. We were invited to
make a presentation in a workshop of the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference.
After one visit, a church member sai
apportionment funds go. It wi ll be

Tulsa Exodus House residents and staff
with Dr. Stan Basler at Bixby UMC where
Stan spoke in worship, and the others
divided up to speak to seven adult classed

on February 14, 2010. These visits have held an additional bonus for us. When churches hear the stories of

those who have been through these programs, they want to help, and we gain additional
volunteers and support.

Please let us know if you would like a team from Tulsa CJAMM to visit your church.
Wedd | ove t o comé@I8)QHHUS5 otRsev! Brantley(Tilleey&9h8in
698-6816)
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